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FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
ATONEMENT CONSIDERED. 
(Continued from p. 81.) 


Again, page 37, col. 1. In answer to Philotheus, 
you observe, “ We believe ‘Christ will come the 
econd time, without sin unto salvation ;’ and we 
believe that which constituted Christ a sinner, at 
his first coming, was the sin of the members of his 
body: ‘For be it known unto you, that Christ is 
the head of every man;’ and every, or all men being 
the members of his body, and on him being laid the 


iniquities of us all, Christ appeared with the sins of 


all men, suspended upon the cross of Calvary, and 
‘tasted death for every man.’ The head suffering 
for the members, and the members, all men, who 
are the bride, the Lamb’s wife, was then and _ there 
cleansed from all sin; ‘fer the blood of Christ 
cleanseth from all sin,’ and were made perfect in 
Christ their head; ‘for he hath perfected for ever 
them that are sanctified,’ and God beholds us in 
Christ, without spot or blemish.” 

Again, page 338, 2d. col. “ And as ‘ Adam was not 
deceived, but the woman was deceived,’ did not 
Adam voluntarily take part of the same forbidden 
fruit out of love for his wife, and not out of love for 
the fruit? And did not Christ, the second Adam, 
take part of the forbidden fruit when he took our 
sins, and ‘ bore them on his own body on the tree 7” 
And are not all men, or human nature in the aggre- 
gate, bone of his bone, and flesh of his flesh ?” Again, 
“ And death coming by the first Adam on his first 
appearing, and his first transgression, does not the 
life come by Christ, the second Adam, on his first 
appearing, and suffering for the transgression of his 
members or bride?” And again in the 3d. col. 
“Fer their nature being impure by the transgres- 
sion of the first Adam, and afterwards by their own 
transgressions, Christ, their head, by taking the 
nature, or flesh of his members, was laden with all 
their imperfections. If this was not strictly true, it 
could not be said, ‘ With his stripes we are healed.’ 
Neither could it be said, that ‘he purged our sins, 
and cleansed us, and purified us, a glorious church, 
without spot or blemish.” On these quotations I 
shall make no observations, but I wish you to read 
them and the whole of your answer to Philotheus’s 
first communication, over, carefully, and state why 
you now think different. The sentiments you ex- 
pressed in the above quotations, are precisely mine, 
and I confess I have not yet seen any reason to 
alter them. 

ASPASIO. 
(To be concluded in our next.) 


NEW-YORK, SATURDAY, AUGUST 3, 1822. 





NO. XII. 


REMARKS. 

Of Aspasio’s eighth paragraph, we say that it is 
astonishing how any one can advocate the doctrine 
of the “vicarious sacrifice of Christ,” and, at the 
same time, hold and contend, that all men, as mem- 
bers of Christ’s body, were with him in their com- 
mon nature, and associated, in the Divine mind and 
Divine constitution of redemption, in Christ’s obe- 
dience, sufferings, death, resurrection, and ascen- 
sion! If words have any meaning, give them fair 
play, and let them speak their import; or, by one 
stroke, annul them for ever! One thing is certain: 
If Christ actually suffered, a vicarious sacrifice, for 
and in the room and stead of all men, as sinners, 
the just punishment due them for their sins, the 
conclusion is irresistible, that the sufferings of 
Christ were nugatory if man now suffers the con- 
sequence of his sins, or Christ never suffered as a 
vicarious sacrifice to save man from the just pun- 
ishment of his sins. There is nothing which can 
be presented to the mind of man, more «ear and 
unequivocal than this position. For it would be 
absurd to say, that man was in danger of an unjust 
punishment. Therefore, let the mission of Christ 
be viewed in its proper light, having for its object 
the destruction of sin, death, and hell, and the “ res- 
titution of all things,” and this object, the purpose 
and wili of God from eternity, and there is not a 
point in creation on which to fix the doctrine of a 
“vicarious sacrifice,” considered according to the 
real import of the word. 

The punishment for, or consequence of, sin, is 
altogether out of the question. Philosophically 
speaking, it is, contrasted with the glorious realities 
of man’s future destiny, a negative evil. For man 
could as completely be debarred from heaven and 
happiness, if sin had no evil consequences attend- 
ing it, as he now is with all his sufferings. To sin 
is to miss—to go astray from the path which leads 
to happiness and heaven. And man, if he sinned, 
missed of obtaining heaven, and sustained no post- 
tive inconvenience from his wanderings, would be 
negatively comfortable by the absence of suffering, 
and positively unhappy from the absence of good. 
He would be in a state perfectly neutral, as respect- 
ed enjoyment. He would suffer no positive evil, 
nor enjoy any positive good. The constitution of 
his being would protect him from suffering, and his 
ignorance shut from his vision the glories of hea- 
ven. If these premisses are correct, (and we think 
they are,) it is easy to see that man needs a salva- 
tion from sin, and not from evils which never 
threatened him, and from which he could sustain 
no injury. The candid and intelligent reader wil! 
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not censure us as stoics, for declaring, that mankind 
suffer more from imaginary than from real evils, 
in a proportion of ten to one. And that a distrust 
of God in his government of the world, and his de- 
signs and purposes, is a principal cause of their 
suiferings. 

* Man wants but little here below, 

“ Nor wants that little long.” 

A proper confidence in God, who careth for all 
the works of his hands, and who, notwithstanding 
our blindness and misconstruction, never does any 
thing contrary to man’s ultimate and greatest good, 
would sweeten life—rob adversity of al] its terrors— 
arm the mind to bear up against every obstacle, and, 
when the moment of separation from the things of 
time and sense arrived, in death, soar triumphant 
over every foe. In fine, let this truth be fully un- 
derstood, and properly appreciated, that Christ, our 
Divine Head and Redeemer, “ for as much then as 
the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also 
himself likewise took part of the same ; that through 
death he might destroy him that had the power of 
death, that is, the devil; and deliver them who 
through fear of death were all their life-time sub- 
ject to bondage.» That we are to be renewed in 
his likeness, and incorruptible and immortal, mherit 
a life we cannot lose. Therefore, when Christ tri- 
umphed over sin, death, and hell, we triumphed 
with him ; having this assurance, that, “ Because 
He lives, we shail live also.” And that “ Christ 
has risen from the dead, and become the first-{ruits 
of them that slept.” And, “on him, (Christ,) was laid 
the iniquities of us all;” because he bore the bur- 
den of the nature he assumed, his arm brought sal- 
vation, burst the barrier of the tomb, avd “ ascended 
leading captivity captive,” triumphant over all our 
foes! 

Aspasio, in his ninth paragraph, quotes from our 
reply to Philotheus, (Vol. I.) To this we answer, 
We have not changed our sentiments relative to 
Adam and Christ, in the contrast their stated. Let 
Aspasio read, of Christ, who hath “ brought life and 
unmortality to light.” And this at his “first ap- 
pearing.” We consider that Christ was “laden 
with all our imperfections,” because we are told that 
“ He was tempted as we are,” &e. 

We declare once for all—We believe human 
nature in the aggregate was assumed by Christ, 
without distinction, agreeably to Heb. ii. 14.—that 
the salvation of all men is predicated on Christ's 
death—resurrection, and ascension to glory. That 
Christ burst the barrier of the tomb, and opened a 
path to “life and immortality” for all men, the 
meinbers of his body. But we do not believe that 
Christ suffered one moment to save man from the 
just punishment of his sins! Man was never sub- 
jected to any penalty, the infliction of which mili- 
tated against his future and endless well-being. So 
far from this, every disposition of God’s will in his 
works of creation, providence, and redemption, are 
but links in the immutable chain of God’s purpose 
of love and salvation for his offspring—the whole 
creation of human intelligences! _ 





FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
(Concluded from p. 85.) 

From this view of the law of God, we discoye- 
most clearly the nature and consequences of sj, 
It is a departure from the principles and precepts 
of this law, which are love to God and man. |) 
proportion to our obedience, will our conduct tep¢ 
to our peace and happiness. And in proportion to 
our disobedience, will our conduct produce sufferin, 
and sorrow. And this is what we ought to expert 
trom a wise and good Parent, that he would so oy. 
der and govern his offspring, that all their wander 
ings should be accompanied with a corresponding: 
and proper corrective. From the above testin 
nies, it appears that our heavenly Father has given 
us just such a rule, or law, as we want, and adiniy 
isters just such corrections, when we depart from ir, 
as are for our good, and adapted to our present sinful 
mode of being. Scripture, reason, and common o)- 
servation teach us, that virtue and obedience to the 
Divine precepts are rewarded in this life. Tha 
vice, or disobedience to the Divine precepts, is pun- 
ished in this life also. Solomon saith, “ The con. 
mandment shall lead us; when we sleep it shal! 
keep us, when we awake it shall talk with us.” Proy 
vi. “Whoso despiseth the word shall be destroy- 
ed; but he that feareth the commandment shall } 
rewarded.” Prov. xiii. 13. “ In keeping the com- 
mandments of God there is great reward.” Psa. xix 
11. “ Behold, the righteous shall be recompense: 
in the earth, much more the wicked and the sinner.” 
Prov. xi. 31. Solomon saith of the house of a 
wicked woman, that “ her guests are in the depths 
of hell.” Prov. ix. 18. “The wicked man travail- 
eth with pain all his days.” Job. x¥. 20. “The 
way of the transgressor is hard.” Prov. xiii. 15. At 
one time David said, “ The pains of hell gat hold 
upon him, he found trouble and sorrow.” Psa. exvi 
3. At another time he exclaimed, “ Great is thy 
mercy toward me, and thou hast delivered my sou! 
from the lowest hell.” Psa. Ixxxvi. 13. Jonah says, 
* Out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou heardes 
my voice.” Jonah ii. 2. Of men in their native 
unenlightened, perverted state of mind, it is said, 
“ Destruction and misery are in their ways, and tl 
way of peace they have not known.” Rom. ii. 
16, 17. 

By these testimonies we see that the virtuous ot 
pious are fully rewarded according to their deeds, 
in this life, and that the vicious or wicked are also 
fully punished, according to their deeds, in this lile. 
It is declared that destruction and misery are in 
their ways. David testifies that he suffered the 
pains of hell, and was delivered from the lowes 
hell. Jonah also was delivered from hell, all which 
was realized in this life. Hence, we see that sid 
originates in the darkness of our minds, in our igno- 
rance of the true character of God, and of the im- 
portance of obeying the precepts of his law, and that 
the consequences of it are suffering ; receiving in 
ourselves the recompense of our error which is 
meet. (See Rom. i. 27.) Thus we have showed that 
our heavenly Father has manifested his love by ¢''- 
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vag us his law, and by correcting us in all our wan- 
ierings and transgressions, and that both the law 
ind the chastisement for disobedience to it, apper- 
tain to this life, and to this life only. 

We will now endeavour to show from the Scrip- 
cares, that it was the eternal purpose of our heavenly 
Father, according to his good pleasure, to make Us 
partakers of a glorious resurrection to immortality 
and eternal life. And that according to his promises, 
made to the fathers, at sundry times, and in divers 
manners, in time past, he hath in the fulness of time, 
sent forth his Son, that he might bring to light this 
\jife and immortality, thus promised. Who is the 
Son of God? Ans. Jesus of Nazareth, “ who was 
made of the seed of David according to the flesh, 
and declared the Son of God with power, according 
o the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the 
lead.” Rom. i. 3, 4. Has he power to give immor- 
tality and eternal life to all mankind? Ans. “ In 
him was life, and the life was the light of men.” 
John i. 4. “The world was made by him.” John 
i. 10. “He is the image of the invisible God, the 
first-born of every creature; for by him were all 
things created that are in heaven, and that are in 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones, or do- 
minions, or principalities, or powers; all things 
were made by him, and for him; and he is before 
all things, and by him all things consist.” Col. i. 15, 
16,17. “All power is given unto him in heaven 
and in earth.” Matt. xxviii. 18, “ As the Father 
hath life in himself, so hath he given to the Son to 
have life in himself.” John v.18. These testimo- 
nies are abundantly sufficient, to prove that Jesus 
was the Son of God, as well as the Son of man. 
That he hath power to give immortality and eter- 
nal life to the world. Was it his design to accom- 
plish this glorious purpose, by coming into our 
world, and taking part of our nature? Ans. “Thou 
hast given him power over all flesh, that he should 
zive eternal life to as many as thou hast given him.” 
John xvii. 2. How many had the Father given 
him? Ans. “God hath appointed him heir of all 
things, by whom also he made the worlds.” Heb. i. 2. 
He declares that he came not to condemn the world, 
but that the world through him might be saved.” 
John tii. 17.. “ We have seen and do testify that 
the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the 
world.” 1 John iv. 14. I cannot forbear to remark 
here, that from such testimonies as these, and many 
more alike plain and positive which occur in the 
Scriptures, it appears to me certain, that if the 
Scriptures were read with a mind unprejudiced by 
preconceived opinions, we should agree in this one 
zreat and glorious truth, that it was the design, both 
ofthe Father and the Son, to save all men, if we 
could not agree in any other theological subject. 

Why was it necessary that Christ should take part 
of our earthly nature, and in that nature suffer and 
die? Ans. Ist. Because we are the children, the 
offspring of God, made in the image of God, which 
is not true of my other beings, neither is it said of 
any other beings, that they are his offspring, or 
made in his image. The Father said, “ Let us 
make man in our own image, after our likeness.” 


Gen. i. 26. This agrees with the other testimonies 
relative to the subject. “ God hath spoken to us 
by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all 
things, by whom also he made the worlds: who is 
the brightness of his glory, the express image of his 
person, upholding all things by the word of his 
power.” Heb. i. 3. The Son was co-worker with 
the Father, ashe saith, “My Father worketh hith- 
erto, and | work.” John v. 17. 

2d. It was necessary for the Son to take part of 
our earthly nature, that the union between the 
Head and members might be complete. Inasmuch 
as he was our spiritual Head, as Adam was our 
earthly Head, which appears fiom the following 
testimonies: “The Head of every man is Christ, 
and the head of Christ isGod.” 1 Cor. xi. 3. “ We 
are heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ.” Rom. 
viii. 17. Again, It is written that we had “ grace 
given us in Christ before the world began.” 1 ‘Tim. 
i. 9, 3d. It was necessary that the earthly nature, 
the manhood of Christ, should suffer death, that he 
might, as the Head of that nature with which he 
had now become fully united, triumph over the pow- 
er of death by redeeming it, or changing it, by the 
power of his eternal Spirit, from its liability to de- 
composition and death, to a state of incorruptibility, 
immortality, and glory. Thus bringing to light 
that life and immortality, that glorious resurrection, 
which was promised to the fathers; which resur- 
rection, as saith Paul, “ the twelve tribes instantly 
serving God day and night, did hope to come.” 
Acts xxvi. 7. This is the doctrine which Pau! 
preached to the Hebrews, in language as plain as if 
written with a sunbeam. Hear him: “ But we see 
Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels 
for the suffering of death, (or, as rendered in the 
margin, by the suffering of death,) crowned with 
glory and honour; that he, by the grace of God, 
should taste death for every man.” Heb. ii. 9 Here 
we see that by his triumph over death, he was 
crowned with glory and honour, or in other words, 
“declared the Son of God according to the Spirit 
of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.” 
Why did he do this? Ans. That he, by the grace 
of God, or according to the grace or love of God, 
should taste death, and triumph over it, for every 
man. How did he do this for every man? Let the 
next two verses answer; “ For it became him for 
whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in 
bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain 
of their salvation perfect through sufferings, For 
both he that sanctifieth, and they who are sanctified, 
are all of one.” Here we see how it was for every 


and they his members. They are allof one. “It 
one member suffers, all the members suffer with it ; 
and if one member be honoured, all the members 
rejoice with it.” 

Such is the union between the head and mem- 
bers, that it is impossible that the head should suffer, 
and the members not partake of that suffering ; and 
that the head should be honoured with glory and 
immortality, and the members not partake of the 








same. The apostle shows that the heed is not 


man; because Jesus was the Head of every man, ° 
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ashamed of the members; therefore saith he, “ Be- 
cause they are all of one, he is not ashamed to call 
them brethren: saying, I will declare thy name 
unto my brethren ; in the midst of the church will 
I sing praise unto thee.” And again, “ I will put 
my trust in him.” Again, “Behold I and the 
children which God hath given me.” Who were 
the childrem whom God had given him? Ans. Ev- 
ery man; because he had tasted death for every 
man; and they for whom he tasted death were those 
who were sanctified, and were one with him. Now, 
hear the following testimony of the apostle, in 
which this doctrine is set forth in the most plain 
and positive, the most clear, comprehensive, sub- 
lime, and eloquent language. “For as much then 
as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he 
also himself likewise took part of the same ; that 
through death he might destroy him that had the 
power of death, that is the devil ; and deliver them 
who through fear of death were all their life-time 
subject to bondage. For verily he took not on him 
the na:ure of angels, but he took on him the seed of 
Abraham. Wherefore in all things it behooved him 
to be made like unto his brethren ; that he might be 
a merciful and faithful high priest, in things per- 
taining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins 
of the people, For in that he himself hath suffered, 
being tempted, he is able to succour them that are 
tempted.” Heb. ii. 14—18. Here the divine nature 
of Christ is clearly proved. ‘The same person that 
is called the Captain of our salvation, is said to take 
upon him the seed of Abraham. He must there- 
We 


fore have existed previous to his incarnation. 
also see clearly, as stated above, that the object and 
design of his taking our nature upon him was, 
Ist. That his union with us might thereby be com- 


plete. And, 2d. That he might, by his death and 
resurrection, exemplify his divine power to redeem 
and change that nature from its present liability to 
corruption and death, to a state of incorruptibility 
and glory. 

It is said in the 17th verse, that it “ behooved 
him in all things to be made like unto his brethren, 
that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest, 
in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation 
for the sins of the people.” How did he make re- 
conciliation for the sins of the people? Ans. By 
his death and resurrection, by which he, as the 
Head of every man, redeemed and changed the 
earthly nature, which he took upon him, from its 
state of liability to temptation, corruption, and 
death, to a state of incorruptibility, immortality, ho- 
liness, and glory; thus reconciling the nature, of 
which he had now fully become the Head, by chang- 
ing it from its likeness to the first or earthly Adam, 
to a likeness of himself, the second or spiritual 
Adam. Which glorious work, which mighty 
achievement, is to be ascribed to the almighty ener- 
gies of the eternal Spirit of the only begotten Son 
of God ; “ by whom he made the worlds, who is the 
brightness of his glory, the express image of his 
person, upholding all things by the word of his pow- 
er.” Shall we evér be made personally the parta- 
kers of this glorious immortality, this perfectly holy 





——— 
and godly state? We shall. He declares that be. 
cause our Head liveth, we shall live also. “Whe, 
Christ our life shall appear, then shall we appear 
with him in glory.” Col. iii. 4. “ Our life is hig 
with Christ in God.” Col. iii. 3. “ He is the Hoag 
of the body, the church, who is the beginning, th, 
first-born from the dead, that in all things he migh; 
have the pre-eminence.” Col. i. 18. Who is the 
church? Ans. We have seen that he tasted deat) 
for every man, and is the head of every man, there- 
fore every man is of the church. “ For it pleased 
the Father, that in him should all fulness dwe}}: 
and having made peace through the blood of his 
cross, by him to reconcile all things to himself: by 
him, J say, whether things in earth or things jp 
heaven.” Here we find the same apostle again ex. 
ulting in the same doctrine, showing that, according 
to our Headship in Christ, we are reconciled to 
God, i. e. we are made like him. The union be- 
tween him and us being that of the Head and mem- 
bers. And as we have now a complete righteous. 
ness, or godliness, or reconciliation to God, in on 
living Head, who has gone to appear in the presence 
of God for us, we shall in due time be made person- 
ally the partakers of that glory, that immortality, 
that reconciliation, and that godliness, in which ou 
nature is now arrayed before the eternal throne. 
This was the theme of Old Testament saints, and 
of the prophets who died in faith, not having re- 
ceived the promises, but having seen them afar off, 
were persuaded of and embraced them, and conies- 
sed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the 
earth. This was the hope of Moses, who endured 
as seeing him who is invisible ; who through faith 
kept the passover, the eating of which with unleaven- 
ed bread, was typical of our spiritually living on 
Christ, by that faith which is of the operation of his 
Spirit, and which is unleavened with any works of 
our own ; depending wholly and solely on the en- 
lightening quickening Spirit, and power of Chnst 
for our knowledge of the true God, and of his love, 
for strength to deny all ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, and to live soberly, righteously, and godly, in 
this present world, and for immortality and eternal 
life in the world to come. It was the hope of this 
glorious resurrection that supported the old saints 
under all the torture, the mockings and scourgings, 
inflicted upon thei by their enemies, they not ac- 
cepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better 
resurrection. 

Now, my friendly readers, let me entreat you to 
search the Scriptures for yourselves. Compare 
their different parts, and see for yourselves, whether 
things are so. If they are, if it be true that all men 
have an Almighty, all-gracious, all-loving Creator 
and Father—If he has given us a law, in which he 
has revealed himself an object worthy our highest 
love—If, when we depart from his law, he chasten- 
eth us in faithfulness and love, that we might be 
partakers of his holiness—If he has sent his Son to 
manifest the eternal and unchanging love of the 
Father and the Son—If he hath manifested this love 
by all the gracious words which proceeded out of 
his mouth ; by all his acts of kindness, mercy, and 
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iove, while in the flesh, by his suffering the death of 
the cross, that he might, as our Head, raise up and 
alorify our nature, and present it unto God as the 
frst-fruits of the whole harvest; and as a pledge 
that the whole harvest should be gathered, that no- 
thing should be lost—let us draw near to him with 
, true heart, in full assurance that our heavenly 
Father will give us his Holy Spirit, that he will 
shine into our hearts to give us the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. He 
has promised to give to all men liberally. Yea, he 
waiteth to be gracious ; and that none may doubt 
his love, he saith, Though our sins are of scarlet 
ind crimson dye, they shall be as wool and as snow. 
Try him and prove him, and he will open the win- 
jows of heaven and pour you out a blessing that 
there shall not be room to receive it. Then shall 
you know the love of God, and your heart shall be 
directed into his love ; Christ, in all his fulness of 
the grace and truth of the Father, shall dwell in 
your heart by faith, and your soul shall delight it- 
self in fatness. Then will you give your fears to 
the wind, and cast all your idols, those systems 
which represent our heavenly Father as cruel, and 
as delighting in the eternal misery of his children, 
to the moles and to the bats. Haste then, thou 
blessed Saviour, and grant us a season of refreshing 
from thy presence, that “ thy kingdom may come, 
and thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.” 
Wiryess. 


—<=-——_ 
From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer. 


DOCTOR PAYSON AND MR. STREETER. 
REFLECTIONS. 
(Concluded from p. 87.) 

We should not have given publicity to the fore- 
going singular occurrence, were it not deemed in- 
dispensable, in justice to both parties, by reason of 
the numberless falsehoods and perversions of facts, 
which have been, and would probably continue to 
be, circulated, concerning it. ‘Though we cannot 
expect to prevent all prevarications and misre- 
presentations, among those whose superstition and 
bigotry allow them to see only one side of a subject, 
and, who would probably shudder on taking up a 
pamphlet which was published by a Universalist, 
still, we hope to present facts in such a connexion, 
that all candid and liberal readers will be able to 
form a @orrect opinion of the merits of the case. 
To sueh, and such only, we offer these reflections. 

We have stated nothing but truths; and truths 
are stubborn things. Nothing of importance has 
been omitted, which concerns the conversation be- 
tween Dr. Payson and myself. 

After I made the last reply to the Doctor, some 
of his friends and Rev. Mr. Taylor made some re- 
marks, which it is unnecessary to relate. They ap- 
peared to be friendly, and wished me no hurt, but 
said they prayed for my salvation, &c. 

Having frequently and prayerfully reflected on 
the Doctor’s conduct, I am led to abide by my first 
conclusion, viz. “ To err is human; to FORGIVE, 

divine.” I do, in my heart, forgive my brother his 





trespasses against me, and wish him all the health 


of body and mind, which our common Benefactor 
may deign to vouchsafe. I'fervently pray that he 
may so conduct, as to enjoy the approbation of a 
good conscience, exhibit toward others the same 
disposition which he would approve in them, that 
when he is called to his death-bed, his dear bosom 
may not bleed with anguish, by the recollection of 
offences against his friends, “ unrepented of, unre- 
prieved.” Aid at some distant period, when his 
active and useful life is finished, may the Great 
Shepherd and Bishop of souls receive him to the 
joys of the heavenly city, to unite with all restored 
sinners, in ascriptions of praise to God, who hath 
saved us by the blood of the Lamb. Amen. 

In our reflections and remarks on the Doctor's 
conduct, and in requesting an explanation of his 
allegations and insinuations, we would not by any 
means be understood as exhibiting any hostility 
against him, or any disposition to detract from his 
virtues and Christian graces, or to shoot the least 
arrow at his fame, beyond what his own language 
justifies; and none but those “who worship and 
serve the creature more than the Creator,” will con- 
sider it presumptuous for us to remark on his do- 
ings, and declare his errors, as a man. Should 
any tears be shed because we cannot revere him as 
super-human, and confess that “his vices are bet- 
ter than other people’s virtues,” and should any 
pious indignation be raised on that account, we 
have but one prayer to offer, viz: Father, forgive 
them also, for they know not what they do. 

1. We are very sorry to hear that several of Dr. 
Payson’s friends have assigned so many different 
reasons for his treatment towards me, since, if what 
they say be true, it is certain, that what he said was 
untrue. As their contradictory stories cannot be 
just, 1 am inclined to give the preftrence to the 
Doctor, and consider all the rest as false. For them 
to say I had previously offended him—that I went 
to the pew that morning, knowing he was in it— 
that he happened to have his arm on the door—that 
he jis short-sighted, and did not see me—or was 
so engaged in looking out a hymn, that he did not 
notice me—or that he is a man of quick passions 
and spoke before he thought—that I never had 
been invited to sit in that pew, &c. is surely false, if 
what Mr. Payson said be true; at least, most of 
them are. We do seriously advise them to con- 
sider, that “he is of age, and can speak for himself.” 

2. Has not the Doctor accused me of crimes 
worse than fratricide and parricide? Had I mur- 
dered my parents and brothers, my hands would be 
stained with human-blood. But he judges me guilty 
of the bloodshed of immortal souls, and sees the 
stain of their blood on my hands! Now comes the 
test. I do, in the presence of God and angels, with 
one hand on my breast while I write, plead, nor 
evuILty; and challenge him to prove that such 
stains are, or were, on my hands. Either I am 
guilty of perjury in essence, or he is an unjust ac- 
cuser of his brother. Ifhe refuses to come forward 
and show wherein I have been guilty of shedding 
the blood of immortal souls, he must adjust the ac- 
count with the public, his conscience and his God. 
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This truth is as plain, as if penned in sunbeams: 
viz. If Jam the man whom he describes, he ought 
to prove it to the world, that every creature may 
shun me, as worse than a Robesspierre ; but, if he 
has no evidence to support his judgment, he is 
wholly unworthy of all confidence, till he makes a 
public acknowledgment of his high allegation. 


Christian reader, bring the matter to a point. If 


Dr. Payson had said, he believed my hands were 
stained with the blood of my father and mother, is 
he not bound by every obligation of reason, human- 
ity, justice and religion, to produce his evidence, 
when required? And is he excused when, infinitely 
worse! he judges me guilty of immortal blood ; the 
blood of immortal souls? Could we impannel a 
jury of angels, I would cheerfully submit the ques- 
tion to their decision. Bring it home to yourself, 
my dear friend, and see if you would put confi- 
dence in a man, whose prejudice or passion would 
lead him to such rash judgment, and wonld not pro- 
duee his proof, or acknowledge his fault. I have 
no disposition to retort on the Doctor, in the ani- 
madversion of Paul, “Thou art inexcusable, O 
man, whosoever thou art, that judgest,” but ask 
him to come forward, like an ingenuous antagonist, 
and present his best evidence, in support of a charge 
which “ beggars all description.” 

3. The application of the passage from Ezekiel 
was unmannerly and disingenuous. J could also 
point my finger at him, and say, You make the 
hearts of the righteous sad, &c. and with as much 
That language was addressed 
to prophets, or regular priests, in Israel, who de- 
ceived the righteous by their pretended orthodoxy, 
and made their hearts sad, by leading them into 
transgressions. After they made the people wicked 
or idolatrous, they strengthened their hands by pro- 
mising them life in that wickedness ; not by preach- 
ing salvation through the blood of Christ. Does 
not the subject apply to Dr. Payson, as well as 
Mr. Streeter? He contends that God will give eter- 
nal life to all whom he saves by his grace, and J 
contend that he has given eternal life to all whom 
he will save! And that he says he wifl have all men 
to be saved. Then how does he make out that I 
promise life to the wicked, any more than he does ? 
If it be not promising life to a few wicked men, to 
maintain that the Lord Jesus will redeem that few, 
why does it promise life to all other wicked men, 
by maintaining that he will also redeem them? 
Does any reader believe that a man would be en- 
couraged to sin, by being assured that he would be 
brought to immediate punishment ? Judicious legis- 
latures affix a penalty to the violation of laws, 
which would be sufficient to prevent its commis- 
sion, on supposition, that the transgressor believed 
he should be detected and suffer for his deed. Now 
if he does not believe he shall be detected and pun- 
ished, what is the difference, whether the penalty 
be greater or smaller? Hence it is evident, that the 
certainty of punishment, is more influential than its 
duration, where all is uncertainty. Now, unless I 
preach a punishment for sin, which is incredibie 
and unreasonable, or which would not prevent it, 


propriety as he did. 





admitting the people believed it was certain to be 
inflicted, Dr. Payson’s allegation is unjust and un- 
true. And if he isa man or a Christian, he wil 
exhibit his proof, that I either strengthen the hands 
of the wicked, or promise them life, any more than 
he does. Did Jesus strengthen wicked hands, whey, 
he said he came not to call the righteous, but sin- 
ners to repentance ? 

4. Will Dr. Payson argue that his doctrine of 
total depravity, personal election and reprobation, 
saints perseverance, and endless misery, have a 
more salutary influence than the sentiments of the 
Merciful Doctors? Let us compare his people with 
others, or rather, suppose they were ail as yood as 
himself; which is saying great things. Then, what 
effect does it have on him? Look at his own words, 
It leads him to do every thing which he ought not, 
He ought not falsely accuse a fellow-creature—he 
ought not commit sacrilege—ought not assert things 
he cannot prove—ought not be a very wicked and 
sinful man—ought not so conduct as to deserve the 
pains of hell forever! All these things his doctrine 
encourages him to do, with the promise that he shall 
finally see life. Now suppose all his Church do as 
well, and do every thing which the book says, 
“Thou shalt not do,” must it not be that his doctrine 
is remarkably influential? If they are not thus sin- 
ful, and yet say they are, does it not lead to un- 
truths? Unless the Doctor is as wicked as he wish- 
ed to be considered, he will come forward, and sup- 
port his charges, or confess his error. If he does 
neither, we mvst conclude that he has the promis: 
of life, in doing many things which he ought not, 
and leaving undone what he ought to have done; 
or that he had rather do a neighbour and a friend 
injustice, and have no promise of life, than to do as 
he would be done by, and enjoy it. Let us twn 
the tables for a moment. Suppose I had shu 
him out of a pew, in which I knew he was invited 
to sit, and in which he frequently had sat, and as 
an apology, should accuse him of the worst of 
crimes, and of preaching a doctrine which encour- 
aged wickedness and shedding the blood of immortal 
souls! Woutd he not have a right to demand an 
explanation ? And ought Lever to be looked upon 
as an honest man, if I refused to grant it? 

5. Dr. Payson’s observations were altogether in- 
consistent with his creed. He 1s a Calvinist in the 
proper sense of the word, and holds that God deter- 
mined to save a certain number of individuals, 
whom he will save, and that none of that number 
can finally be lost. He does not believe that any 
man can save himself, or prevent the accomplisli- 
ment of the divine purpose, in saving that elected 
number. When he publishes a contradiction of this, 
I will publish an acknowledgment. But he will 
not do it. Hence the intellects of every one should 
be considered weak, that cannot see, that he does 
not believe that any the less will be saved, or more 
lost, for my preaching. If God saves all his elect, 
I can do them no harm ; and as for others, his creed 
does not make it barely possible for them to be saved. 
The Doctor can directly contradict these things in 
his desk, and in conversation; but he is too prudent 
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ww let any thing of the kind be seen in print, with 
his signature. 

I should be glad to know what Dr. Payson means, 

by saying that I am in the most dangerous situation 
of any manin town. Does he think his God will 
do worse by me, than to make me as miserable to 
all eternity, as it is possible ? If he does not, I am 
no worse condition than all the reprobates. 
Has the Doctor such a degraded opinion of my 
understanding, as to suppose that I am so easily 
panic-struck as to be frightened lest I should be 
more than once endlessly miserable ? Do I not know 
as well as his Doctorship, that if his own nearest 
and dearest relatives were not included in the Co- 
venant of grace, their condition will be as awful as 
mine, “ ages of hopeless end?” If the works of all 
unregenerate men are infinitely sinful, why shall 
me suffer more than others? Yea, reader, if, as 
Dr. Payson has positively asserted, all men, even 
patriarchs and apostles, would be condemned and 
cast off for ever, if they were judged and rewarded 
according to their works, and the only hope they 
an have is, that they will not be called into judg- 
ment; I say, if all this be true, do not I stand on as 
good ground as the best of them ? The Doctor 
must suppose I am ignorant of his creed and 
preaching, and do not know that if the God whom 
he worships appointed me to that hapless doom, we 
ought to “ascribe righteousness to our Maker,” as 
his determinate counsel is irrevocable. Whether 
he holds, with Calvin, that God foreordained the 
endless suffering of the non-elect, because it was his 
sovereign will, or with Hopkins, imputes that fore- 
ordination “ to universal benevolence, or a supreme 
regard to the highest good of the universe,” is 
wholly immaterial. The naked truth is, if I am 
one of their reprobates, there is not even a possi- 
bility of my being saved; and for the Doctor to 
pretend the contrary, is to renounce his darling 
Calvinism, for which he has contended for years, 
or offer an insult to the lowest capacity. But ad- 
mitting he was in earnest in what he said, did he 
show himself “ gentle unto all men, in meekness 
instructing those who oppose themselves?” 2 Tim. 
ii, 24-26. Did he follow his example, who conde- 
scended “to eat and drink with publicans and sin- 
ners?” Instead of saying, “Come unto me all ye,” 
&e. does he not say, in substance, Lord, I thank 
thee that I am not like this Universalist? Heaven 
be praised that such men do not legislate in this 
state, and country, nor have the power to bind on 
others heavy burthens, while our constitutions so 
boldly confront the aspirations of priest-craft and 
tyranny. 

Should the Doctor reply or apologize, we shall 
be happy in presenting it to our readers; but if he 
views this publication beneath his notice, and treats 
it with silent contempt, we shall be at liberty to 
proclaim to others his declining popularity, without 
being suspected of wishing to disturb his magiste- 
rial tranquility. EDITOR. 


m 


—>>——— 
“ Deceit is in the heart of them that imagine evil : 
but to the counsellors of peace is joy.” soLomon. 








RICH MAN AND LAZARUS. 

We recently received a fetter from an Inquiring 
Friend, dated New-Haven, &c. requesting an eXpo- 
sition of Luke xvi. 23—31. The letter was safely 
deposited (it was thought,) with other communica- 
tions; but by some unaccountable circumstance 
has disappeared, and cannot be found. We do not 
at present recollect whether the writer referred to 
an exposition of this parable in our First Volume ; 
although that is the impression ; but that he par- 
ticularly wished us to designate who were the “ five 
brethren,” &c. 

Vol. L. contains an exposition of the whole chap- 
ter. Our remarks on this part of the chapter rela- 
tive to the five brethren, &c. are subjoined. We are 
fully of opinion that the revolted tribes who dwelt at 
Samaria,are the five brethren in the parable. The Jews 
considered the Gentile nations as dogs, instead of 
brethren. But the Samaritans, notwithstanding the 
Jews who dwelt at Jerusalem would have no inter- 
course with them during their prosperity, were de- 
scended from the same patriarchal stock, and were, 
in contradistinction to the residue of mankind, em- 
phatically their brethren. We likewise add an ex- 
tract from the remarks on the 31st verse. The con- 
sideration that the Third Volume of this work will 
fall into the hands of thousands who may never see 
the First, will, we trust, be a sufficient apology for 
the insertion of the following— 

“ Then he said, I pray thee, therefore, father, that 
thou wouldest send him to my father’s house ; for I 
have five brethren ; that he may testify unto them, 
lest they also come into this place of torment.” 

* The candid reader will find no difficulty here, it 
he will consider, that in this parable the personating 
of the Jews and Gentiles, as the ‘rich man and 
Lazarus,’ necessarily introduces a species of com- 
parison highly allegorical, or figurative. And with 
a view to teach his then present, and future disci- 
ples in the things belonging to his Kingdom, Christ 
introduced this personification, and spoke of the fu- 
ture (his coming, as related in Matt. xxiv. xxv. 
Luke xxi, &c., and the consequences) as though it 
were then past. Samaria may therefore be consid- 
ered as the ‘ father’s house.’ For an account of 
the revolting of the ten tribes, see 1 Kings xii. The 
city of Samaria became the capital of the kingdom 
of Israel, and Jerusalem of Judah. These king- 
doms, althorvgh in their division ten tribes revolted, 
which were afterward known as the kingdom of 
Israel, and only two remained faithful to Solomon’s 
successor, and constituted the kingdom of Judah, 
still their division is considered as numerically 
equal, and those ten tribes who dwelt at Samaria, 
&c. answer to the ‘five brethren’ in the parable. 
Ezek. xxxvii. 16, 17. * Moreover, thou son of man, 
take thee one stick, and write upon it, For Judah, and 
for the children of Israe! his companions ; then take 
another stick, and write upon it, For Joseph, the 
stick of Ephraim, and all the house of Israel his 
companions ; and join them one to another into one 
stick; and they shall become one in thine hand.’ 
See the prophecy of Jacob, Gen. xlix. 5—7. Of 


| Simeon and Levi, he says, “I will divide them in 
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Jacob, and scatter them in Israel ;” consequently, 
five can be considered as one half of the whole, un- 
til the joining of the sticks, as mentioned by the 
prophet, when Ephraim and Manasseh are included, 
and make the number complete.’ 

“ If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither 
will they be perswaded though one rose from the 
dead.” 

‘ It is proper to remark, that as the grave ( Hades,) 
is introduced as the figure to illustrate the darkness 
of the minds of the Jews, and their blindness to the 
testimonies of all the prophecies relative to Christ, 
so the rising from the dead, is figurative of a release 
from this state of darkness ; and not, as many sup- 
pose, a literal coming back of a person from the 
world of spirits, and communicating two them the 
truth. That they would not believe, though one 
literally rose from the dead, is a fact. For Christ 
rose from the dead, and was seen of above five 
hundred after his resurrection! And these very 
Jews, so far from giving heed to this truth, actually 
denied that he rose at all! The rising from the 
dead, therefore, must be considered to have an ex- 
elusive reference to the deliverance of one of the 
Jews from this mental darkness ; and though one 
of them should see the truth, and communicate it 
to his brethren, they would not be persuaded, for 
they reject greater testimony by refusing their as- 
sent to Moses (in whom they pretend to trust;) and 
to all the prophets. This parable, therefore, was a 
prophecy of the then future state of the Jews, during 
their cast-off state ; and, with all the parables was 


communicated by Christ to his disciples that they 
might understand the things of his Kingdom ; and, 
by these extra and incontestable evidences, ‘giow 
strong in the faith, and in the knowledge of our 


Lord Jesus Christ.’ The reader, by reflecting a 
moment, will see the force of these remarks. For 
the Jews, denying that the Gentiles have any cor- 
rect knowledge of the Scriptures, would place more 
confidence in the *~stimony of one of their own na- 
tion, than in all .e Gentiles put together! But 
they rejected the counsel of God against them- 
selves, and are, in consequence, shut up in unbelief, 
‘until the fulness of the Gentiles shall come in, 
when all Israel shall be saved.”’ 

Note.—Since the above was prepared, the com- 
munication alluded to has been found, as follows— 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Sir,—It would be very gratifying to me, after 
having read your remarks on the parable of the 
rich man and Lazarus, in Luke xvi. to have you 
comment on the last six verses of the same chapter ; 
more particularly the 28th verse, with respect to the 
five brethren, who they were, &c. By complying 
with my request you will much oblige your friend 
and subseriber. Cc. 

New-Haven, July 10. 

In reply, we say, that, at present, we are not in 
possession of testimony which would, to our mind, 
more fully illustrate and prove the view of the pa- 
rable we have taken. Therefore, we conclude, for 
the present, with this remark, that, [four view of 


the parable, generally, is correct, the revolted tribes 
are those designated as the five brethren. For jg 
the Jews, who worshipped in the temple at Jerusa. 
lem, are designated by the man clothed in purple 
and fine linen, the Jews at Samaria are the five 
brethren; there being none others on the globe 
whom the Jews would acknowledge as brethren, in 
any shape whatever. 


—<>>-—_ 
ORTHODOX CATECHISM. 
——— What is Christianity ? 
-inswer. The system of divine grace unfolded 
in the Scriptures. 

. Of what does this system of grace inform us: 

. Of the eternal will and purpose of God to 
save all mankind ; of the redemption of ail, in pur- 
suance of that purpose; and that a large propor. 
tion will be eternally damned, notwithstanding. 

. What is faith ? , 

. Believing what you are told by orthodox qj. 
vines, without examination, and without evidence 

. What is orthodoxy ? 

1. Those systems of faith which are supported 
by authority, in opposition to reason; which are so 
ancient, as to have become entirely purified of thy 
heretical character which all new systems possess, 

+i In what does piety consist ? 

4. In believing that a large portion of manking 
will and must be damned; that God hath decreed 
it—that justice requires it—and in making a great 
noise about saving them notwithstanding. : 

@ In what consists the right of conscience ? 

- In worshipping God according to your own 
notions of Scripture and propriety—and in denying 
these rights to all others. a 

b What is toleration ? 

- Freedom from persecution, with the privi- 
lege of persecuting others. 

. Where is orthodox faith to be learnt ? 

- In creeds, articles, and catechisms, but not in 
the Scriptures. 

Q. Has the Constitution of the United States, 
and of this State, given to all Christians equal civil 
privileges ? 

A. All Christians are placed upon equal footing ; 
but the orthodox have certain peculiar rights and 
privileges, not recognized by the civil law; this 
“is a mystery” which none but those who have spi- 
ritual eyes, can see through. Relig. Ing. 

—>—— 
NOTICES. 


We received on Tuesday last, Proposals for publishing a 
Theo ogical work in Monthly Numbers, at §1 om year, to 
be entitled the “ Herald of Salvation,” and “ conducted by 
an Association formed for that purpose,” at Watertown, 
(N. ¥.) Those friendly to the cause of Truth, who may be 
—— to patronize the Paper, can subscribe at this 

ce 


«"« Some of our Subscribers in distant towns have re- 
quested their papers forwarded with covers, &e. They are 
informed, that a sufficient number of Advertisements have 
not been received to defray the expense ; consequently no 
covers are used. 

{FP Our notice, in No. X. of the believers of the Truth 
building a church in Albany, was premature. We under- 
stand they have not commenced the building ; but contem- 
plate doing so, as soon as their means shall authorise the 
undertaking. 

—>—_- 
_ TO CORRESPONDENTS. 4 
_ An Inquirer, and H. in our next. Several commumea- 
tions are on hand, and shall be inserted as soon as we have 
room in our columns. 
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